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Please amend the claims as follows: 



CLAIMS 



1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A system for identifying a potential for financial 



a first database for storing data on at least one transaction and for containing 
information related to at least one client and at least one account of said at least one client 
upon which said at least one transaction can be effected; 

a processor loaded with a rules engine including a predetermined set of predetermined 
rules said predetermined rules being selectable from a set of rules available for selection by 
an institution responsible for said first database, said predetermined set of predetermined 
rules to apply to said at least one transaction for determining a potential for tbe presence of 
fmancial irregularity in said at least one transaction, the processor being operable to access 
the data in the database to run the predetermined set of rules in respect of the data and to 
produce an outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity being present in the 
at least one transactiotu 

vjierein the processor is ot?erable to produce numerical_outcome for each rule that is 
transgressed bv the transaction . 

2. (CANCELLED). 

3. (Original) A system of claim 1 in which the set of rules includes a first group of rules 
corresponding to client infonmation in the data. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the set of rules includes a second group of 
rules corresponding to account information in the data. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the set of rules includes a third group of 
rules corresponding to transaction information in the data. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the processor is operable to combine the 
outcomes of running at least a selection of the rules in the set to produce an overall outcome 
indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity. 



irregularity in a financial transaction, comprising: 
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7. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the processor is further operable to apply a 
weighting function to the outcome of running each rule according to the importance of the 
rale to the potential for a financial irregularity being present in the transactioti. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 6 including user input means for varying the 
weighting fiinction ^plied to at least one of the rules. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 including user input means for disabling at least one 
of the rules. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of claim 3 i in which the processor 
includes a routine for applying a threshold value to each outcome, which routine is arranged 
to generate an output of transgression of the rule if the threshold is crossed. 

11. (Original) The system of claim 6 in which the processor includes a routine for 
applying a threshold value to the overall outcome, which routine is arranged to generate an 
output indicating the potential for a financial irregularity being present if the threshold is 



12. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which at least one of the rules is run in respect of 
the data to produce the outcome relative to a pattern of activity data corresponding to the 
rule. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12 including an archive for storing the transaction 
data, the processor means being arranged to access the archive to establish the said pattern 
based on previous related transactions. 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 1 in which the set of rules 
includes rules corresponding to client, account and transaction information, the set of rules 
being selected from the group comprising: 

a) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the account by a 
parameterized limit; 

b) transaction amoimt exceeds average transaction amount for the account by a 
parameterized percentage; 



crossed. 



-3 - 



PAGE 6/18* RCVD AT 10/16/2006 1:50:23 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] « SVR:USPTO-EFXRF</24 « DNiS:2738300 ' CSID:215 986 3090 * DURATION (mnKS):06-00 



1B/1672BB6 13:34 



215-986-3090 



OFFICE 



PAGE 



Attorney's Docket No, TN223 
Amendment 



Serial No. 09/998,360 
October 12. 2006 



c) number of transactions against the account has been exceeded by a parameterized 



d) transaction amount exceeds account transaction limit; 

e) transaction amount exceeds parameterized limit; 

f) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed country; 

g) transaction is destined for or has come from an OFAC listed country; 

h) i) transaction is for a listed currency; 

ii) transaction is for a listed country/currency combination; 
iii) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed financial institution; 

i) many small deposits followed by a large withdrawal; 

j) activity against an accotmt that the user has identified as being dormant; 

k) balance exceeds a parameterized limit; 

1) many deposits over several branches of the user; 

m) large balance over many accounts or clients; 

n) deposits larger than average for the postcode; 

o) balance larger than average for the postcode; 

p) activity against an account or client where there has been no activity for a 
parameterized period; and 

q) activity against an account marked as suspicious already. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 7 in which a further weighting function is applied to a 
predefmed collection of rules which are transgressed in respect of the same or related 
transactions. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the financial transaction is a bank 
transaction. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the financial irregularity is money 
laundering. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the processor includes an extract routine 
for accessing transaction data from a second database and for transferring the said data to the 
said first database. 



percentage; 
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19. (Original) The system of claim 1 in which the outcome is translated into a user alert 
indicative of the potential for the presence of a fmanciaj irregularity in the transaction. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 1 0 in which the said output is a user-readable alert. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 1 1 in which the said output is a user-readable alert. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of identifying a potential for fmancial 
irregularity in a financial transaction, comprising: 

storing data on at least one transaction into a first database for containing information 
related to at least one client and at least one account of said at least one client upon which 
said at least one transaction being stored in this step can be effected; 

running the at least one transaction through a processor that operates a predetermined 
set of predetermined rulesi 

selecting said predetermined set of rules selectable from a set of rules available for 
selection by an institution responsible for said first databaser; 

applying said predetermined set of predetermined rules said at least one transaction 
together with said related informationi 

producing an outcome indica tive of the potential for a fmancial irregularities bv 
detecthig a potential for the presence of financial irregularity in said at least one transaction 
to produce an outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity being present in 
the transactioiL 

23. (Ongmal) A method of claim 22 in which a numerical outcome is produced for each 
rule that is transgressed by the transaction. 

24. (Origmal) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules includes a first group of 
rules corresponding to client information in the data. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules includes a second group 
of rules corresponding to account information in the data. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules includes a third group of 
rules corresponding to transaction information m the data. 
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27. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the outcomes of ruiming at least a 
selection of the rules in the set is combined to produce an overall outcome indicative of the 
potential for a financial irregularity. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which a weighting function is applied to the 
outcome of ruiuiing each rule according to the importance of the rule to the potential for a 
financial irregularity being present in the transaction. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28 including varying the weighting function applied 
to at least one of the rules by user input. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 27 including disabling at least one of the rules by 
user input. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 22 including ^plying a threshold value to each 
outcome and generating an output for transgression of the rule if the threshold is crossed. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 27 including applying a threshold value to the overall 
outcome and generating an output indicating the potential for a financial irregularity being 
present if the threshold is crossed. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 22 including running at least one of the rules in 
respect of the transaction data to produce the outcome relative to a pattern of activity data 
corresponding to the rule. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33 including storing the data in an archive and 
accessing the archive to establish the said pattern based on previous related transactions. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 in which the set of rules include rules 
corresponding to client, account and transaction information, the set of rules being selected 
from the group comprising: 

a) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the account by a 
parameterized limit; 

b) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the account by a 
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parameterized percentage; 

c) number of transactions against the account has been exceeded by a parameterized 
percentage; 

d) transaction amount exceeds account transaction limit; 

e) transaction amoxmt exceeds parameterized limit; 

f) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed country; 

g) transaction is destined for or has come from an OFAC listed country; 

h) i) transaction is for a listed currency; 

ii) trarusaction is for a listed country/currency combination; 

iii) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed financial institution; 

i) many small deposits followed by a large withdrawal; 

j) activity against an account that the user has identified as being dormant; 

k) balance exceeds a parameterized limit; 

I) many deposits over several branches of the user; 

m) large balance over many accounts or clients; 

n) deposits larger than average for the postcode; 

o) balance larger than average for the postcode; 

p) activity against an account or client where there has been no activity for a 
parameterized period; and 

q) activity against an account marked as suspicious already 

36. (Original) The method of claim 27 including applying a fiirther weightirig ftmction to 
a predefined collection of rules which are transgressed in respect of the same or related 
transactions. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the financial transaction is a bank 
transaction. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the financial irregularity is money 
laundering. 
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39. (Original) The method of claim 22 including extracting transaction data &om a 
second database associated with a financial application and transferring the said data to the 
first database. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 22 in which the outcome is translated into a user alert 
indicative of the potential for the presence of a financial irregularity in the transaction data. 

41. (Original) The method of claim 31 including generating the said output as a user- 
readable alert. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 32 including generating the said output as a user- 
readable alert. 

43. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of ideotijfying a potential for money 
laundering in a financial transaction associated with a financial institution, comprising: 

extracting relevant data on the transaction from a financial transaction account 
database associated with an application program, and storing the extracted transaction data in 
a second database; 

examining the extracted relevant data from said financial transaction against a 
predetermined set of rules selectable by an institution^ 

producing an outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularities by 
detecting a potential for the presence of a financial irregularity therein indicated by finding a 
transgression of one or more of the predetermined set of rules; 

producing an outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularity being 
present in the transaction based on said examining; 

w e ighting th e outoomo a pplying a w eip htinp f unction to the outcome of running each 
rule according to the imoortance o f the rule to the potential for a financial irregularitv being 
present in the transaction : 

producing a user-readable oxrtput of rules transgression if any transgression exceeds a 
predetermined threshold; 

providing a user operable input device by which to set the wo i ght fl weigfatiag function 
against each rule; and 

providing a user operable input device by wiiich tq set the threshold in respect of the 
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set of rules. 



44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions when acted upon by a computer performing a method comprising: 

storing data on at least one selected transaction; 

rmutiiog the at least one transaction through a processor that operates a predetermined 
set of predetermined rules; 

selecting said predetermined set of rules selectable from a set of rules available for 
selection by an institution responsible for said first database^ 

applying said predetermined set of predetermined rules to said at least one transaction 
together with said related information; 

producinp an outcome indicative of the potential for a financial irregularities bv 
detecting a potential for the presence of financial iixegularity in said at least one transaction 
to produce an outcome indicative of Ae potential for a financial irregularity being present in 
the transaction. 

45. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which a numerical outcome is produced for each rule that is transgressed by the transaction. 

46. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the set of rules includes a first group of rules corresponding to cUent information in the 
data. 

47. (Original) The computer readable mediirai of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the set of rules includes a second group of rules corresponding to account information 
in the data. 

48. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the set of rules includes a third group of rules corresponding to transaction information 
in the data. 
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49. (Original) The computer readable mediura of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the outcomes of nmning at least a selection of the rules in the set is combined to 
produce an overall outcome indicative of the potential for a jSnancial irregularity. 

50. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which a weighting function is applied to the outcome of running each rule according to the 
importance of the rule to the potential for a ^nancial irregularity being present in the 
transaction. 

51. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 50 performing the method 
including varying the weighting function applied to at least one of the rules by user input. 

52. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 perforraing the method 
including disabling at least one of the rules by user input. 

53. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method 
including applying a threshold value to each outcome and generating an output for 
transgression of the rule if the threshold is crossed. 

54. (Original) The computer readable mediimi of claim 49 performing the method 
iacluding applying a threshold value to the ovemll outcome and generating an output 
indicating the potential for a financial irregularity being present if the threshold is crossed. 

55. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method 
including running at least one of the rules in respect of the transaction data to produce the 
outcome relative to a pattern of activity data corresponding to the rule. 

56. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 55 performing the method 
including storing the data in an archive and accessing the archive to establish the said pattern 
based on previous related transactions. 

57. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The computer readable medium of claim 44 
performing the method in which the set of rules include rules corresponding to client, 
account and transaction information, the set of rules being selected from the group 
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comprising: 

a) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amoimt for the accoirat by a 
parameterized limit; 

b) transaction amount exceeds average transaction amount for the account by a 
parameterized percentage; 

c) number of transactions against the account has been exceeded by a parameterized 
percentage; 

d) transaction amount exceeds account transaction limit; 

e) transaction amount exceeds parameterized limit; 

f) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed country; 

g) transaction is destined for or has come from an OF AC listed country; 

h) i) transaction is for a listed currency; 

ii) transaction is for a listed country/currency combination; 
iii) transaction is destined for or has come from a listed financial institution; 

i) many small deposits followed by a large withdrawal; 

j) activity against an account that the user has identified as being dormant; 

k) balance exceeds a parameterized limit; 

1) many deposits over several branches of the user; 

m) large balance over many accounts or clients; 

n) deposits larger than average for the postcode; 

o) balance larger than average for the postcode; 

p) activity against an account or cUerrt where there has been no activity for a 
parameterized period; and 

q) activity against an account marked as suspicious already 

58. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 49 perfonning the method 
including applying a fiirther weighting function to a predejBuaed collection of rules which are 
transgressed in respect of the same or related transactions. 

59. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the financial transaction is a bank transaction. 
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60. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the financial irregularity is money laundering. 

61. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method 
including extracting transaction data from a second database associated with a financial 
application and transferring the said data to the first database. 

62. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 44 performing the method in 
which the outcome is translated into a user alert indicative of the potential for the presence of 
a financial irregularity in the transaction data. 

63. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 53 performing the method 
including generating the said output as a user-readable alert. 

64. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 54 performing the method 
including generating the said output as a user-readable. 

65. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions when acted upon by a computer performing a method comprising: 

extracting relevant data on the transaction firom a financial transaction account 
database associated with an application program, and storing the extracted transaction data in 
a second database; 

examining the extracted relevant data ftom said financial transaction against a 
predetemiined set of rules selectable by an institution; 

detecting a potential for the presence of a financial irregularity therein indicated by 
finding a transgression of one or more of the predetermined set of rules; and^ 

producing an outcome indicative of the potential for a financial hregularity being 
present in the transaction based on said examining; 

w e ighting th e outoomo applying a weighting function to the outcome of running each 
rule according; to the importance of the rule to the potential for a fiinancial irregularitv being 
present in the transaction: 

producing a user-readable output of rules transgression if any transgression exceeds a 
predetermined threshold; 
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providing a user operable input device by which to set the wei^ts weighting functioti 
against each rule; and 

providing a user operable input device by which to set the threshold in respect of the 
set of rules. 

66. (New) The method of claim 43 further comprising: 

archiving transaction data into a data archive after said examining step. 

67. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 65, wherein said method performed 
further comprises: 

archiving transaction data into a data archive after said examining step. 
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